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Dr. Severance is a Clinical Professor at the University of Michigan School of Information. He received Master's Degree in Computer Science from Michigan State University in 1990 and Phd. in Computer Science also from Michigan State University in 1996 in Computer Science.  He is currently involved in online collaboration systems for teaching and learning as well as e-Research.  Prior research interests include High Performance Computing, having written the O'Reilly book on the subject.  He is the author of the O'Reilly book titled "Using the Google App Engine".
Education:
Ph.D., Michigan State University, 1996.  Computer Science.

M.S., Michigan State University, 1990.  Major Computer Science

B.S., Michigan State University, 1985.  Major Computer Science

Work Experience:

09/07 – Present, University of Michigan School of Information, Clinical Professor.

08/02 – 08/07, University of Michigan Duderstadt Center, Executive Director Sakai Foundation (www.sakaiproject.org).

01/01 – 08/02, Director of Product Development, Strategic Interactive.  Responsible for software design and development leadership.

06/99 – 01/01, Associate Director for Advanced Technology, University of Michigan Media Union. Responsibilities include Video/Audio Production Facilities, Scientific Computing, and Scientific Visualization. 

04/96 – 05/99, Director of the Computer Services - MSU College of Engineering. Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science, Michigan State University. 

Selected Publications:

Severance, C., "The Second Order Effects of Steve Jobs", January 2012, IEEE Computer Magazine, January 2012, pages 10-11.

Severance, C., "Sakai: Building an Open Source Community" November 2013, ISBN 978-1494273675.
Severance, C, "Using Google App Engine," O'Reilly and Associates, May 2009, ISBN 978-0-596-80069-7.

Severance C, Hardin J, Whyte A, The Coming Functionality Mashup in Personal Learning Environments, Interactive Learning Environments (Journal), Volume 16, Number 1, April 2008.

Severance C, IEEE Computer, Standards Column Editor.  Columns written: January 1999 - POSIX: A Model for the Future of Computing, July 1998 - Standardizing Real-Time Streaming Protocols, March 1998 - IEEE 754: An Interview with William Kahan, , and February 1997 - Linking Computers and Consumer Electronics.

Severance C, Dowd K,  "High Performance Computing", O'Reilly and Associates 1998.   ISBN 1-56592-312-X.

Severance C, Enbody R, Petersen P, Managing the Overall Balance of Threads on a Multiprocessor using Automatic Self Allocating Threads (ASAT) - Journal of Parallel and Distributed Computing 37, 106-112 (1996). 

Other Publications / Software Developed:
Sakai Project (www.sakaiproject.org) - I was the Chief Architect and later Executive Director of the Sakai Project.

IMS Learning Tools Interoperability – I was one of the original creators of this learning tool integration standard and developed sample, code, and certification for the standard.   www.imsglobal.org

Synergistic Activities
Greenberg L, Severance C, Moore R, et al., Proposal to Network K-12 schools and Intermediate School Districts (South Central Network Consortium). Ameritech $2,000,000 - January 1995.

Nuthin’ but Net and Internet:TCI – Co-Host of two regional award-winning monthly televison talk shows about the Internet from 1995-1999. 

Merit Network, Davidsen, S, et. al., "Building A Community Network Tool Kit",  $177,200 1997. This project developed technologies to support public libraries in their efforts to provide on-line community information (see www.citoolkit.org/).

“Collaborative Proposal: Middleware for Grid Portals”, National Science Foundation,

$720,000 , 9/2003.

Teaching Activities:
I have taught courses titled "Internet History, Technology, and Security", "Web Applications for Everybody", and "Python for Everybody" on Coursera.   

I have developed a number of specialized assessment tools and a framework for building interoperable learning tools in the Tsugi project www.tsugi.org
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